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Transnational Crime and Its Socio-Economic Effects
In Pattaya Special Administrative District
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Abstract

The first research objective of this study is to examine the characteristics, types and forms of
trans-national crime in Phatthaya. The second is to examine the context of trans-national crime in Phatthaya,
and the third is to reveal the social and economic impacts of trans-national crime on the city from two
target groups, namely, the general populace and government officials. The study uses mixed methodology,
with quantitative techniques including accidental sampling to determine the sample population, while
qualitative methodology includes content analysis and in-depth interviews to both analyse and synthesise
relevant information.

The study found that generally, and for the various types and characteristics of trans-national crime
reported, both the general populace and government officials agreed that it was mostly the fault of both
Thai nationals and foreigners working together within an environment conducive to trans-national criminal
activity. It was also found that Russians and Pakistanis constituted the nationalities most involved in trans-
national crime, with the main characteristic of trans-national crime being drug smuggling, especially of “ice”
from Myanmar, “E” (ecstasy) from Europe (mainly the Netherlands) as well as cocaine from South American
countries. The second group of trans-national crime was human trafficking of both Thai and foreign women
for the sex-trade with the main group being the import of prostitution services from Russia and Uzbekistan
with the Russian mafia controlling the relevant entertainment businesses. This type also included trade in
boys. The third type was money laundering in the form of real estate, the entertainment industry and illegal
activities such as football game gambling etc. In summary, the major groups involved in trans-national crime
in Phatthaya are Russians involved in the entertainment industry, tourism and prostitution; Scandinavians
involved in the entertainment industry, import and export activities and drug-trafficking; the Chinese involved
with tourism, restaurants, document forgery and gang activity, and; Indians involved with business fronting,
passport and credit card forgery, as well as stealing from hotels and businesses. Socio-economic impacts
on Phatthaya city were also revealed. Economic impacts included the higher asset base or funds-raising
capacity of foreign business owners who sometimes sold only to the same nationality as themselves, leading
to lost business opportunities for Thai businesses. The public sector - both national and local - also loses
out by having to provide public amenities and other services while not receiving any taxation or other
benefits in return since the illegally-operated businesses are not taxed. In terms of changing traditional social
values, Thai youth are noted to be more involved both in drug use and stealing, with young women seeing
prostitution and normalized and a legitimate form of income, entertainment and procuring a foreign husband.
In addition, traditional Thai festivals such as Songkran (Thai New Year) and Loi Krathong (the Festival of
Floating Light) have become mere entertainment and commercialized.

Keywords : Transnational Crime, Socio-Economic Effects, Pattaya Special Administrative District
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