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Factors Affecting Opinion of Farmers towards Custard Apple

Cultivation in Pak Chong District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study basic demographic characteristics,
socio-economic factors, media exposure about custard apples , and marketing factors of
farmers growing custard apples; 2) to study opinion of farmers towards custard apple
cultivation; 3) to test the relationship between basic demographic characteristics, socio-
economic factors, media exposure about custard apples, and marketing factors and opinion of
farmers towards custard apple cultivation; and 4) to study problems and suggestions about
custard apple cultivation. Samples were 324 farmers growing Phet Pak Chong custard apples
in Pak Chong district, Nakhon Ratchasima province. Data were collected by questionnaires.
Statistic to analyze data included frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation,
minimum, maximum, and Chi-square test.

Research findings revealed that 1) most farmers were male, aged 49.90 years, attained
junior high school, and were married. On an average, they had 17.96 rai for custard apple
cultivation; costs of custard apple variety 2,713.33 Baht/rai; installation of water sprinkle system
7,075.62/Baht/rai; income from selling custard apples 51,216.05 Baht/rai/year.

Farmers received information about custard apples from fellow farmers and Facebook. Farmers
sold custard apples at Talad Tai 2) Farmers highly agreed with the custard apple cultivation
on the aspects of variety, cultivation methods, plant diseases and protection, and harvesting.
3) Results of hypothesis testing found that production costs and sale price of custard apples

were related to opinion of farmers towards custard apple cultivation at .05 level of significance.

Keyword: Opinion, Custard Apple Cultivation, Farmers, Nakhon Ratchasima Province
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